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The Philosophy of Time in Education: The Paradox of Time
in Education and It’ s Return to the Origin

Han Runxuan

( College of Educational Sciences, Northwest Normal University, Lanzhou 730070, China)

Abstract; Time is not merely the backdrop against which educational phenomena unfold but a pivotal
dimension for comprehending and constructing the very essence of education. It profoundly reveals the
inherent temporal nature of education, thereby giving rise to an educational philosophy of time that is both
allencompassing and incisively critical of contemporary shortcomings. As an emerging research perspective,
the philosophy of educational time fundamentally unfolds from the relationship between education and time.
It originates from the law-like intrinsic connection between human existence, free development, and
temporal principles, generating an educational temporal logic centered on “ possibility” and possessing
qualitative specificity. The logic manifests in three orientations: a “life” philosophy attentive to the intrinsic
thythms of individual growth and development, a “ consciousness” philosophy emphasizing cognitive
learning and subjective experience, and an “order” philosophy directed towards educational administration
and temporal discipline. The significant value of educational temporal philosophy lies in its normative,
exemplary, and explanatory functions for education, alongside its practical logic employing the technical
utilization of time, knowledge-based forecasting, and ethical principles as methodologies. However, practice
reveals temporal paradoxes: inversion of subjectobject relations in educational time, compression of
educational time alongside declining efficiency, counterproductive educational time management, and
conflicts between technological renewal and time utilization. These issues further lead to practical dilemmas,
including the obscuring of education’ s foundational purpose, the reinterpretation of educational meaning,
excessive educational discipline, and the dominance of technological inertia. To address these paradoxes and
dilemmas, it is essential to return to the temporal origin of education, ensuring that educational time is
restored to education itself. This involves acknowledging that human existence is inherently temporal and
returning to a humanrcentered approach, designing appropriate temporal sequences to restore process time,
transcending the constraints of time management to reclaim free time, and reconstructing the temporal order
of education to restore temporal ethics.

Key words: education; philosophy of time; time paradox; temporal origin
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