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(REHE:HERE KigE &3 KieHE)

How the Halo of Elite Becomes a Symbol of Violence: The Local
Employment Process for Doctoral Graduates from Elite Institutions

Li Xing
( Center for Research in Basic Education, Jinzhong University, Jinzhong 030619, China)

Abstract ; Against the backdrop of intensified competition in the academic labor market, taking up
positions at local universities has become an important career path for doctoral graduates from elite
institutions. Through interviews with 20 “ Double FirseClass” doctoral graduates working at local
universities, an analytical framework of “individual agencyfield constraintsinteractive consequences’ was
constructed to reveal the rational logic and adaptation mechanisms behind their behaviors. The research finds
that based on two dimensions of career choice motivation ( active/passive ) and action strategy
( continuation/ transformation ) , four differentiated patterns can be identified; active choosers either maintain
their original research rhythm to delay capital depreciation or promote academic “localization” ; passive
employees either fall into output stagnation and identity dilemmas or strategically shift to administrative
positions for development. At the structural level, the resource allocation system dominated by quantitative
indicators has turned academic time into a resource subject to precise planning and competition, exacerbating
the fragmentation and acceleration of academic burnout. Meanwhile, the “centerperiphery” structure has
systematically reconfigured the academic field of local university scholars from physical space, institutional
arrangements to cultural identity, solidifying their peripheral status. The core mechanism of the
transformation of the “elite halo” into symbolic violence lies in the structural contradiction between the
expansion of the doctoral population and the shortage of teaching positions. The symbolic capital of elite
institutions, by binding with individual ability, has constructed a cognitive framework of “elite equals
excellence”. This misrecognized dominance relationship makes elite doctoral graduates both bear role
expectations beyond their actual capabilities and face the reality of the depreciation of academic capital across
fields. The tension between their academic habits and the local field further leads to identity crises and
blocked development paths. The research suggests that the development predicament of elite doctoral
graduates needs to be resolved through the synergy of individuals, universities, and systems, transcending
structural limitations to contribute to building China into a leading country in higher education.

Key words ; symbolizing violence; elite halo; doctoral graduates; elite colleges; local universities
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