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(REHFE: XK HEFEE & F5RET)

Specialization or Extensiveness: The Influence of the Span
of Research Fields on the Academic Publications of Doctoral Students

Tang Junyao, Wang Jingyao, Tian Haoran
( School of Education, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872, China)

Abstract : Based on the China National Knowledge Infrastructure ( CNKI) dissertation publication data
of 6,175 doctoral students in education from 41 universities in China from 2015 to 2024, an empirical
analysis was made on the impact of research field span on the quantity and quality of academic publications,
revealing that: there is a significant positive correlation between research field span and the quantity of
academic publications, but it has a significant negative impact on the quality of publications; heterogeneity
analysis shows that the negative effect of research field dispersion on quality is significant in the short term,
but gradually diminishes in the long term; under the conditions of strong individual scientific research
ability, high level of institution, and obvious disciplinary advantages, the negative effect of research field
dispersion on the quality of publication is significantly attenuated. Meanwhile, interdisciplinarity has a
significant moderating effect on the impact of field span on publication quality: if field span originates from
interdisciplinary fusion, its negative impact on publication quality decreases and may even improve the
quality. Based on this, it is suggested that doctoral students should focus on deep cultivation of their fields in
the early stage of their academic growth in order to consolidate their foundation, and expand their
innovation through interdisciplinary integration in the later stage; colleges and universities and other parties
should optimize the interdisciplinary resource support and evaluation system, so as to balance the dialectic
between “specialization” and “crossover” in the process of pedagogical research and doctoral training.

Key words: research field; interdisciplinarity; education discipline; academic publication; doctoral

students
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