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(REHFE:XNK) HEE BT F8EE)

The Compliance Boundaries of Generative Artificial Intelligence’ s
Involvement in Degree Thesis Creation

Liu Xudong
(1. Law School/Education Science School, Jiangsu Normal University, Xuzhou 221116, China;
2. Institute for Chinese Legal Modernization Studies, Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing 210097, China)

Abstract : The involvement of Generative Artificial Intelligence ( GAI) in the creation of degree theses
can be categorized into four categories of behavior; low-intensity formal assistance, mediunrintensity content
assistance , mediunHntensity content supplementation, and high-intensity content generation. The diversity
of these behaviors dictates that they should not be uniformly dismissed as academic misconduct. Instead, it is
necessary to delineate the boundaries of compliance, clarifying the scope of reasonable use versus academic
misconduct. The determination of these compliance boundaries should follow four criteria: the originality
criterion, which assesses whether the content reflects the free will and individuality of the degree candidate;
the retention of critical steps criterion, which specifies that certain steps must not involve substantive
intervention by GAI; and the review and verification criterion, which emphasizes the degree candidate’ s
obligation to verify relevant content. Accordingly, low-level formal assistance behaviors such as text polishing
and format optimization, moderatelevel content assistance behaviors such as providing reference materials,
targeted opinions, and translating or reducing the duplication of independently created content, and
moderatedevel content supplementation behaviors involving appropriate filling of original content, constitute
reasonable use of GAI. All other GAI involvement behaviors should be classified as academic misconduct and
can be precisely categorized as “academic negligence” , “ GAI substitution of core ideas”, ghostwriting,
plagiarism, or falsification, based on their specific characteristics.

Key words : Generative Artificial Intelligence ( GAI) ; degree thesis; degree of intervention; judgment

criteria; reasonable use; academic misconduct

.70 -



