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The Realistic Challenges and Countermeasures of Cross-border
Higher Education Cooperation between China and Mekong Countries

Liu Liusheng', Lv Qingyue’, Song Wenlong’
(1. School of Education Science, Guangdong Polytechnic Normal University, Guangzhou 510665, China;
2. Faculty of Education, Yunnan Normal University, Kunming 650500, China;
3. School of Marxism, Guangdong Polytechnic Normal University, Guangzhou 510665, China)

Abstract ; Cross-border higher education cooperation is an important support for the building of the
Lancang-Mekong countries’ community with a shared future and plays a key role in promoting
peopletopeople bonds and serving regional development. From the perspective of the triple helix theory,
the crossborder higher education cooperation is a dynamic interaction and collaborative development process
among the three subjects of government, universities and enterprises. The three subjects respectively
undertake the core functions of institutional supply, talent cultivation and academic innovation, practical
empowerment and resource transformation. At present, the multiple realistic challenges faced by crossborder
higher education cooperation between China and Mekong countries stem from the imbalance in the
interaction among the three triple helix subjects, which are specifically manifested as structural conflicts in the
interest demands of multiple subjects, the path locking dominated by traditional language teaching, and the
absence of a collaborative mechanism among multiple subjects. Therefore, the relevant stakeholders should
rely on the Lancang-Mekong Cooperation mechanism, take the collaborative development logic of the triple
helix theory as the core, and the government should implement the topdevel design of crossborder
governance to consolidate the institutional foundation for the interaction among the three subjects;
universities should innovate education paradigms to strengthen their adaptability to government strategies and
enterprise needs; enterprises should deepen the integration between industry and education to build a bridge
between talent supply of universities and industry demand, thereby promoting the transformation of
crossborder higher education cooperation from “policy docking” to “deep integration”, and providing
support for the high-quality development of crossborder higher education cooperation between China and
Mekong countries.

Key words: crossborder higher education cooperation; Mekong countries; LancangMekong Cooperation

mechanism
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