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(RfEmE . RAF & HiFRE)

Heterogeneous Profiles and Targeted Responses: A Study on the
Teaching Experience Portraits of Faculty in Western Universities

Wang ling"*, Li Wenyel, Lv Linhai'
(1. Institute of Education, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210023, China;
2. Institute of Education, School of Educational Science, Yili Normal University, Yining 835000, China)

Abstract ; Profiling and understanding teachers’ teaching experiences is a key entry point for exploring
the growth and development of faculty in western Chinese universities, and it serves as a foundation for
improving the region’ s higher education ecosystem. Based on the stimulus—organism—response ( S~O-R )
theory, this study constructs an analytical framework from four dimensions—perception of institutional
atmosphere, professional identity, teaching efficacy, and teaching engagement. A questionnaire was
designed, and data were collected from teachers in 32 universities in western China. Using latent profile
analysis (LPA) , this research presents, for the first time, a heterogeneous landscape of university teachers’
teaching experiences in the region. The study identifies five distinct teacher profiles: high engagementstrong
sense of belonging, moderate engagement—high efficacy, moderate engagement—moderate identity, low
engagement-adaptive adjustment, and low engagementlow sense of belonging. Among these, the low
engagementlow sense of belonging group perceives a lack of support and requires urgent identification and
intervention. A further analysis reveals significant differences in the distribution of these profiles across
gender, region, academic rank, and disciplinary category; male teachers exhibit greater heterogeneity in
teaching experience; teachers in the southwest generally report better experiences than those in the
northwest; and the low engagementlow sense of belonging group is primarily concentrated in the
humanities and social sciences, as well as among those with intermediate or associate senior professional
titles. To enhance teaching experiences in western universities, it is recommended that institutions establish
dynamic mechanisms for identifying and responding to teacher profiles, optimize development pathways for
intermediate and associate senior faculty, and reinforce a supportive institutional climate to foster a stronger
sense of belonging and responsibility among teachers. Additionally, national and local governments should
prioritize resource investment in northwest universities and provide greater support for the humanities and
social sciences.

Key words : western universities ; teaching experience ; teacher portraits; teacher’ s sense of belonging;

western revitalization
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