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Spatial Spillovers Effects and International Influence of the Goal
to Build an Education Powerhouse: Threshold Model Verification
Across 219 Global Economies

Wang Xiaolong'**, Ding Zuoqin'
(1. School of Accounting, Wuxi Taihu University, Wuxi214064, China;
2. School of Education, Tianjin University, Tianjin 300350, China)

Abstract ; International influence represents an economy’ s comprehensive international competitiveness
in economy, policy, and culture. It relates to establishing an international image, shaping global rules, and
even safeguarding the economy’ s security. Under the dual impact of shifting external knowledge-based
economic environments and internal technology-driven strategic transformations, education’ s role in
fostering international influence has become increasingly significant. How to effectively enhance international
influence—particularly through research on its relationship with the goal of building a strong education
powerhouse and its enhancement mechanisms—constitutes an urgent issue in contemporary education
management. Based on educational economic theory, and relying on the database of 219 global economies
merged by the World Bank, United Nations organizations, and the International Education Association in
2025, this study employs dimensionless data processing, the Wal Comprehensive Scoring Method, and
constructs models such as mediation effect, double fixed effect, differencedn-differences, threshold effect,
and global spatial Moran’ s I index to examine the role and mechanism of the education powerhouse goal on
international influence. The study shows that:; (1) The goal of building an education powerhouse has a
significantly positive promoting effect on international influence. (2)Highdevel education opening-up plays a
significantly partial mediating role between the goal of building an education powerhouse and international
influence. (3) Economies with characteristics of aging, digitalization, urbanization, ecologicalization, and
high-context cultural traditions have a significantly positive moderating effect between the goal of building an
education powerhouse and international influence. Economies should implement effective “silverhaired
education” policies, increase the degree of digitalization, achieve ecological sustainability, and promote
urbanrural integration to further deepen the goal of building an education powerhouse and advance
high-evel education openingup in line with the trend of “education as the primary productive force",
thereby enhancing international influence through multiple pathways.

Key words :international influence; the goal to build an education powerhouse; highdevel education

opening-up ; educational economic theory
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