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(REHE:FERE WKiegE KX KieE)

Rationality and Repositioning of “Document Research”
in the Social Sciences

Wu Ji;mxinl , Wei Lina®
(1. School of Culture and Education, Shaanxi University of Science and Technology, Xi’ an, Shaanxi 710021, China;
2. Institute of China Innovation and Entrepreneurship Education, Hangzhou Normal University, Hangzhou 311121, China)

Abstract ; Although “document research” has been widely used in academia as a basic research method
from the perspective of social science research, its methodological connotation still lacks clear theoretical
definition and paradigm construction. At present, the academic community has not reached a consensus on
the legitimacy of its theory, and the relevant methodological debates continue to arouse the deep attention
and critical dialogue of interdisciplinary scholars, which reflects the complexity and dynamic evolution
characteristics of the methodological system of “document research”. Existing studies have denied the
rationality of “document research” as a method from the perspective of research paradigm and literature

3

review, and then proposed the “research synthesis methods” from a constructive perspective, which is
regarded as a feasible solution for literature review. However, from a logical point of view, the relevant
judgment and its argument lack a consistent understanding of the connotation of “literature”, equating
“document research” with “literature review”, and including the research paradigm in the judgment
criteria, so as to judge that “document research” is not valid, which seems biased. Based on this, it is
necessary to scientifically and clearly understand the basic position of “document research”, trace the
connotation and expression of “ WENXIAN ( meaning literature ) ” from the Chinese and English contexts,
objectively analyze the differences in the role of document in academic research, and use “document
research” to refer to documentbased research practice on the basis of responding to the misunderstanding of
literature review and document research, and then discuss the methodology, research paradigms, research
modalities, methods and technologies of document research from the methodological system. The research
shows that the content of document research obviously exceeds the operational norms of specific research
methods, and has the characteristics of nordintervention, nonreactivity and convenience. In research
practice, the effective implementation of literature research needs to be supplemented by document research
design, document evaluation support, and three-dimensional support for three key links of the document
analysis process.

Key words: document research; research paradigm; research method; methodological foundation;

research methodology system
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