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What Should Higher Education Research Pursue( Pen Talk)

Zhang Yingqiang, Yan Guanggcai,Han Yanming,Luo Zhimin,Dai Ping, Wang Yi

Abstract ;2025 marks the 60th anniversary of Professor Yang Deguang’ s teaching career. To honor
this educator who has devoted his entire life to the cause of education in China, we have organized this
written symposium. Throughout his six decades of diligent work in education, Professor Yang’ s academic
journey has been closely intertwined with the reform of China’ s higher education. From proposing the
concepts of the “education industry” and “education market”, to implementing the “enriched education”
reform, and to advocating for the cultivation of top-notch innovative talents, he has consistently responded
to the challenges of the times with the belief that “action is meaningful only when grounded in a higher
purpose”. This written symposium brings together six experts and scholars who offer diverse perspectives,
systematically reviewing his educational ideas and practical wisdom, and extracting insights relevant to current
reforms. The experts unanimously agree that Professor Yang is an academic pioneer who dares to engage in
scholarly debate, defending the principles of education in discussions on the “ adaptability of higher
education”. He is also an educational practitioner who integrates knowledge with action, guiding students
toward wellrounded development through the “enriched education” reform. Moreover, he is an advocate
for cultivating top-notch innovative talents, proposing the establishment of “exceptional ability” schools to
unleash human potential. His ideas and practices provide valuable references for building an education
powerhouse in the new era.

Key words: academic debate; unity of knowledge and action; enriched education; Qian Xuesen’ s

Question ; top-notch innovative talents
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