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Why They Want to Be Rural Teachers: The Path of Class Identity
for Ruraloriented Normal University Students

XIE _]iyuel‘ *,SHOU Xin™*, CAI Qiyong4
(1. Faculty of Education, Southwest University, Chongging 400715, China;
2. Chongqing Primary and Secondary School Teacher Development Center, Chongging University of Education, 400067, China;
3. College of Primary Education, Chongqging Normal University, Chongqing 401331, China;
4. Chongqing Academy of Education Science, Chongqing 400015, China)

Abstract ; Ruratoriented normal university students are prospective rural teachers who are assigned to
work in rural schools. Most ruraloriented normal university students come from rural areas. This study
focused on those who lived and studied in rural areas before university, employing educational narrative
research methods to construct a threedimensional narrative analysis framework. It deeply explored the
interplay of social structure, institutional arrangements, and emotional experiences as these students
experience the cultural conflicts between urban and rural social classes, thereby revealing their path to class
identity. The findings indicate while ruraloriented normal university students adopt aspects of urban social
class culture, they still identify as “rural people,” leading to a “separation” in their class identity due to the
tension between these two aspects. Under institutional arrangements, and influenced by their acceptance of
“discourses of others,” their emotional experiences, though complex and fluctuating, enable them to
consciously assume the responsibilities associated with their identity. In their actions, they retain the inherent
advantages of their ascribed class. In the process of selfactualization, despite experiencing a sense of loss due
to habitus division, they are able to rely on their rural emotional experiences to cultivate positive qualities.
The class identity of ruraloriented normal university students is not merely a specific outcome of social
structure differentiation but is more of a cultural response centered on rural emotional experiences. Further
exploration of their path to class identity requires an indepth depiction of this process from the perspective
of cultural context.

Key words : ruratoriented normal university students; class identity ; identity; rural teachers
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