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HIAG RS BIE T B P I LA A

Technocracy and Its Transcendence in University Moral Education
Governance in the Era of Digital Intelligence

CAI Lianyu, LIAO Chengfang, WANG Xianping
( Institute for High-Quality Education Development, Zhejiang Normal University, Jinhua 321004, China)

Abstract ; Within the overall operational mechanism of universities dominated by meritocracy, moral
education governance has been shaped and constrained by technocracy, which is grounded in the philosophy
of merit. Advocating “scientific management” and “expert politics” technocracy appears to offer a solution
to the dilemmas faced by moral education governance in higher education. In the contemporary context—
characterized by the proliferation of data-driven governance in society and the erosion of the humanistic
dimension of moral education—technocracy embeds its own technological rationality into students’
behavioral regulation and ideological guidance on three levels: cultivating great virtues ( Ming Dade) ,
upholding public virtues ( Shou Gongde), and maintaining private virtues ( Yan Side). It constructs a
quantifiable points—based system centered on comprehensive evaluation to enhance the visibility and
manageability of moral education, while relying on the legitimacy of expert decision-making to ensure the
orderly functioning of hierarchical moral education governance. However, while technocracy promotes the
“scientification” of moral education governance, it also entails three significant risks: the reification of the
intrinsic vitality of moral education, the suspension of intersubjectivity among moral education agents, and
the obscuring of ethical standards. To mitigate these risks, moral education governance in universities must
transcend technocracy and return to humanistic care, restoring the subjectivity of the human person. It
should take value rationality as its ultimate orientation to overcome the domination of technological
rationality, clarify the role of experts, and construct a moral education community. Through these
measures, moral education can return to its core mission of cultivating virtue and educating people.

Key words: digital intelligence era; moral education governance in universities; technocracy;

transcendence of technocracy
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