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Research on the Training Model of Top Innovative Talents in Germany
from the Perspective of Transformative Giftedness

WU Menghui
( Institute for German Studies, Tongji University, Shanghai 200092, China)

Abstract ; Faced with increasingly complex global challenges, the traditional concept of “Transactional
Giftedness” , centered on individual academic achievement, is no longer adequate for the demands of the
times. The theory of “ Transformative Giftedness” offers a core analytical framework for reconstructing
cultivation models for top innovative talents, proposing that the ultimate goal of excellence is to foster
“world changers” capable of bringing positive change to the world. This theory regards giftedness as an
integrative concept, its core lying in the organic unity of three key elements: a value orientation, a spiritual
core, and a competency structure. These are respectively embodied as an altruistic mission aimed at public
wellbeing, a transformative passion driven by social concern, and an adaptive wisdom for facing complex
realities. Germany’ s talent strategy and educational practices show that the cultivation of top innovative
talents must be rooted in an ecosystem conducive to the growth of change-makers. At the macro—policy
level, the “Exzellenzstrategie” aims to provide key resources and platforms for top talents to address global
challenges, while the “Leistung macht Schule” (LemaS) initiative lays the “value foundation” for cultivating
social responsibility and altruism. At the micro-practical level, “ Participatory Learning” ( Lernen durch
Engagement) merges academic study with social service to systematically cultivate transformative abilities.
Furthermore, the construction of a “positive Lernkultur” , exemplified by the “TalentE3” program at the
Hochschule Miinchen ( Munich University of Applied Sciences), integrates value guidance, competency
empowerment, and community motivation through systematic institutional design. Drawing on Germany’ s
experience and considering China’ s national context, a systematic reform for the localized cultivation of top
innovative talents was proposed: at the value level, reshaping the evaluation system to be oriented towards

“social contribution” through methods like a transformative potential portfolio” ;

; at the practical level,

promoting a unity of knowledge and action driven by reabworld problems through models like “grand
challenge courses”; and at the ecological level, building a nurturing environment characterized by
crosssector collaboration through mechanisms like “urban innovation consortiums. ”

Key words: top innovative talents; transformative giftedness; participatory learning; talent cultivation
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