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(REHEFERE Kk &KX KEeHE)

On “Pseudo-desire” and Educational Moderation in the Digital Age

Z0OU Hongjun
( School of Education, Central China Normal University, Wuhan 430079, China)

Abstract ; In mainstream views of ancient China and the West, desire was often seen as an existential
“lack” contrasted with “reason,” and many modern thinkers have also recognized the positive and
productive aspects of desire. In the digital age, in the deep complicity of technology and capital, human
desire has accelerated into a deep “pseudo-desire” , manifesting itself in an increasingly prominent crisis of
modernity, such as acceleration, inflation, and falsification. The “acceleration” of desire is manifested in the

13

fact that the “initial speed of desire” of human beings has been greatly increased, the speed of capital in
creating desire has been accelerated, and the whole human society lacks the “brake” of desire. From “what
[ need” to “what [ want” , the transformation of high-evel needs into basic needs, from delayed satisfaction
to excessive consumption, is a symptom of the era of desire expansion. the falsification’ of desire is the
symptom of the human’s ‘falsification’. The “falsification” of desires is reflected in the fact that people’s
“natural desires” are transformed into “false desires” , and “social desires” are transformed into “individual
desires”. The “individual desire” and the equating of the “desire of the other” with the “desire of the
self”. Facing the crisis of desire in the digital age, it is a possible pedagogical idea to get out of the dilemma
of desire by cultivating “moderation” . It requires a theoretical solution to the ontological problem of what
moderation is, and then plans the possibility of practice on this basis. The path includes emphasizing
temperance as a virtue and its educational value, family becoming the main position for cultivating children’
s temperance virtue, and school education consciously cultivating students’ temperance virtue.

Key words : digital age; pseudo-desire ;desire; education; moderation
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