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Why Do College Students Fall Silent; The Rupture and Reconstruction of
Classroom Ecosystem Connections in the DigitaHntelligence Era

SHAO Yu', ZHANG Weijuan'"
(1. School of Education, South China Normal University, Guangzhou 510631, China;
2. No. 2 Middle School, Guangzhou 511515, China)

Abstract; Against the backdrop of deep integration of digitabintelligent technologies into higher
education, classroom silence among college students has gradually evolved from an occasional phenomenon
into a widespread classroom ecological crisis. Through diachronic observations and indepth interviews in
classrooms at a double<lass university, drawing on Andrew Abbott’ s ecological theory of relations and
processual methodology, the dynamic generative mechanisms and characteristics of classroom silence among
college students in the digitakntelligent era were explored in the study. The findings indicate that such
silence is not merely a result of student inertia or teaching ineffectiveness but a complex outcome of disrupted
and reconstructed ecological relationships following the embedding of digitakintelligent technologies,
manifesting in students’ reconstructed behavioral logics, the shift of learning content to digitabintelligent
platforms, teachers’ loss of authoritative status, and the migration of classroom discourse to virtual spaces.
Classroom silence emerges as a survival strategy adopted by students under technological empowerment,
exhibiting multiple characteristics including constructiveness, antagonism, and transitivity. To adapt to this
new educational ecology, the “quantum classroom” was introduced as a conceptual tool to uncover the
internal logic of classroom systems’ dynamic balance mechanisms while deepening understandings of
classroom ecology through the lenses of actor networks, spatial production, and disciplinary power. It
concludes that in the digital intelligence era,teaching and learning activities should strike a balance between
technology and humanity to rebuild the meaning hinge of the community and address challenges in the
digitabintelligent era.

Key words: digitakintelligence era; classroom silence; classroom  ecology; ecological niche

competition ; attention trap
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