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Ideal Government Models and Governance Logics for
Empowering Country with Education in Global Society

ZHANG Qing
( Institute of Sociology, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100732, China)

Abstract ; Through the analysis on the allocation of educational administrative functions of the central
governments of 66 countries around the world, it is found that there are three typical models of the ideal
government for empowering country with education: the empowering logic of developing citizen
government is called “empowering education so as to empower community” ; the empowering logic of
national will government is called “empowering government so as to empower education” ; the empowering
logic of empowering community government is called “ minimizing government so as to empower
community”. The diverse governance concepts employed by government to empower country with
education arise from differences in national conditions and strategic choices. At their core, these concepts
revolve around how to balance the relationship between government and market in the economic
development of educationally empowered countries. To achieve the goal of building a modern socialist
educationally powerful nation with Chinese characteristics, the following strategic priorities should be
advanced ; optimize governmental educational administrative structures to enhance the state”’ s educational and
cultural steering capacity; refine the international positioning of talent cultivation to strengthen the global
competitiveness of domestically nurtured Chinese professionals; reform inherent marketbased evaluation
mechanisms in higher education to reshape its developmental momentum and competitive edges.

Key words: empowering country with education; government functions; governance model; ideal

types; logic of national governance
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