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The Construction of Basic Theories in Chinese Higher Education .
The Absence and Appeals of New-Generation Scholars

LIU Jin"?, WANG Siyu', YU Yitian', GAO Yuan’
(1. Beijing Institute of Technology, Beijing 100081, China;
2. Southern University of Science and Technology, Shenzhen 518055, China)

Abstract ; As one of the youngest humanities and social sciences disciplines in China, higher education
studies has not yet established a basic theoretical system with complete knowledge boundaries and
independent disciplinary status. Is the new generation of scholars absent from this endeavor, and what are
their intellectual demands? By analyzing the distinctive characteristics and evolutionary patterns of research
themes between senior and junior scholars in this field, the study reveals the gradual decline of the older
generation’ s pursuit of “the Dao of the University” among younger academics. Interviewing with emerging
scholars and combining with their public discourse on discipline construction confirm their subjective
tendency to distance themselves from foundational theoretical construction. This detachment stems from
divergent perspectives on traditional research paradigms, dissatisfaction with academic culture, skepticism
regarding the discipline’ s intrinsic value, and subjectively from early-career challenges including capability
anxiety and survival pressures. Despite current absence, junior scholars maintain aspirations for disciplinary
theory-building. Drawing on their research strengths, they propose integrating specialized problenrsolving
approaches, expanding theoretical boundaries through interdisciplinary convergence, and advancing
empirical scientific transformation of basic theories using novel methodologies and technologies. Scholars
from both the older and younger generations share consensus and maintain continuity regarding fundamental
issues in the overall direction of the discipline’ s basic theoretical construction. The differences in research
topics and paradigms across generations should be regarded as a natural progression of the discipline’ s
maturation.

Key words: basic theories of higher education; discipline construction; new-generation scholars;

academic generations
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