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Dilemmas and Breakthrough Paths of Industry-Education Integration
in the Construction of “DoubleFirst Class” Construction of Universities

GENG Lele, ZHANG Meng
( Institute of Higher Education, Lanzhou University, Lanzhou 730000, China)

Abstract ; The integration of industry and education is an important approach for universities to serve
the national strategy of “Double-First Class” construction, achieve independent training of outstanding
engineers, and solve the “bottleneck” problem. However, there are still practical challenges in the
integration of industry and education in the construction of “Double-First Class” universities, such as
insufficient breadth and depth, cooperation enterprises focusing more on scientific research than talent
cultivation, and cooperation enthusiasm being “hot in schools and cold in enterprises”. It is urgent to
further clarify the characteristics of the integration of industry and education in the construction of
“Double-First Class” universities, re-examine the concept and connotation of the integration of industry and
education, and provide a new perspective on the underlying institutional dilemmas behind the practical
challenges. The integration of industry and education has roughly gone through several stages of evolution,
including schoolenterprise cooperation, industry-university cooperation, industry-university-research
collaboration, and industryeducation integration. The construction of “DoubleFirst Class” universities
involves multiple entities such as enterprises, universities, governments, industry organizations, and research
institutes, and has multiple functions such as innovative talent cultivation, scientific research and technology
development, scientific research achievement transformation, innovation and entrepreneurship, and
industrial cultivation. Based on the transaction cost theory, an in-depth analysis of the institutional dilemmas
faced by the integration of industry and education in the construction of “Double-First Class” universities
reveals that there are institutional dilemmas such as the heterogeneity of participating subjects causing conflicts
and deviations of interests, information asymmetry causing opportunistic cooperation difficulties, complex
and high institutional transaction costs causing a decline in the vitality of industry-education integration
cooperation, and institutional design imbalances leading to low cooperation efficiency. In response to the
dilemmas of the integration of industry and education in the construction of “ DoubleFirst Class”
universities, it is necessary to further clarify the property rights of the input factors of all parties involved in
the integration of industry and education, establish an information sharing mechanism for the integration of
industry and education to reduce information asymmetry, scientifically configure the system to reduce
institutional transaction costs, innovate the organizational form of the integration of industry and education,
and establish incentive and evaluation mechanisms.

Key words:; industryeducation integration; “DoubleFirst Class” construction of universities;

transaction costs; institution design
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