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(REHE.KigE HEE & HFRE)

Academic Debate and Logical Path of Top-Tier
Innovative Talents’ Training

TIAN Xianpeng', HAN Yujing', LIU Dan’
(1. School of Education, Jiangnan University, Wuxi 214122, China;
2. School of English Education, Guangdong University of Foreign Studies, Guangzhou 510006, China)

Abstract:In the new round of scientific and technological revolution and industrial revolution, the
competition for top-tier innovative talents has become a key breakthrough to occupy the commanding
heights of global innovation competition, and promoting the independent cultivation of top-tier innovative
talents has become the core task and urgent demand of education reform all over the world. According to
the existing literature, although the relevant research on top-tier innovative talent training has increased
significantly in the past 20 years and many consensuses have been reached, contradictions and differences still
exist widely, which are specifically reflected in three dimensions: first, the dispute over the training object
of “screening the minority” or “facing the whole”. The former emphasizes elite education and follows the
toptier screening logic based on talent, while the latter emphasizes mass education and follows the logic of
full development based on nurture; the second is the controversy over the cultivation process of “special
support” or “natural emergence”. The former is based on the “from outside to inside” cultivation logic of
special support, while the latter is based on the “from inside to outside” cultivation logic of independent
growth; the third is the controversy over the training mode of “ professional education” or “ general
education”. The former focuses on the promotion of professional ability through indepth excavation, while
the latter focuses on the free and allround development of basic expansion. The reason is that the
differentiated cognition around the core propositions of “what is toptier” and “how to innovate” has
resulted in the multidimensional collision of different views on education, talent, growth and system in the
specific academic context. To promote the cultivation of top-tier innovative talents, we need to jump out of
the cognitive trap of “localization”, and transform the educational elements traditionally regarded as
contradictions into a collaborative symbiotic dynamic system: improve the classification support system and
respect the different demands of different types of innovative talents’ growth; optimize the process control
mechanism and find a dynamic balance between overall planning and freedom; promote multiple integration
and symbiosis, and achieve full development in the spiral interaction of “breadth” and “depth”.

Key words: Toptier innovative talents; training object; cultivation process; training mode;

differentiated development
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