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(REHEFERE HiegE & KEHE)

Research on the Impact of World-Class Discipline
Construction Policies on the Quality of Research Output

HANG Jiangin

( Research Center for Language and Language Education, Central China Normal University, Wuhan 430079, China)

Abstract;: A reasonable assessment of the impact of the policies for constructing world—class disciplines
on the quality of research output, as well as its variations across regions and disciplines, holds significant
practical importance for adjusting and optimizing these policies. Taking the worldclass discipline
construction policy as a quastnatural experiment, a multitime difference-in-differences ( MTDID ) model
was constructed and the data from 343 disciplines spanning the period from 2014 to 2023 were used to
analyze the impact and variations of the world=class discipline construction policy on the quality of research
output from both domestic and international perspectives. The results show that; firstly, the policy for
constructing worldclass disciplines significantly improved the quality of achievements published by selected
disciplines in international journals, indicating that the policy for constructing world=class disciplines
weakened the “involution” competition of achievements published in domestic journals through the
distribution effect of scientific research resources, and enhanced the international competitiveness of scientific
research achievements; secondly, from the perspective of regions, the policy for constructing worldclass
disciplines had a greater impact on the quality of achievements published by selected disciplines in
international journals in central and western regions than in eastern regions, while the quality of
achievements published by selected disciplines in domestic journals in eastern regions showed a negative
effect; thirdly, from the perspective of discipline types, the policy for constructing worldlass disciplines
significantly improved the quality of achievements published by selected science and engineering disciplines in
international journals, but had a limited impact on the quality of achievements published by selected
humanities and social science disciplines in international journals, and had a negative impact on the quality of
achievements published by these selected disciplines in domestic journals. In this regard, future policy
optimization should focus on the balanced development of disciplines, increase policy support for disciplines
in central and western regions, deepen local characteristic research, cultivate characteristic development of
disciplines, and vigorously promote the high—quality development of disciplines.

Key words ; worldclass discipline; the quality of research output; discipline development; MTDID
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