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An Exploration on the Related Issues of Higher Education
Discipline Construction

YAN Guangcai
( Institute of Higher Education, East China Normal University, Shanghai 200062, China)

Abstract ; Focusing on the construction of higher education disciplines, through the analysis of several
basic relationships or categories, the following views were put forward: Firstly, higher education is different
from generalized higher education research. Practical activities and exploration in higher education, the
theoretical research related to practical inquiry and other disciplines are the research materials of higher
education. The construction of higher education disciplines in China is driven by practical needs, and the
social structure of the disciplines is the driving force for their formation and rapid development. The nature
of higher education is an applied soft discipline that focuses on life, and has the triple attributes of modern
science, and there is no reason to use the paradigm standards of some traditional disciplines such as natural
sciences and the pure theoretical preferences of social sciences as the basis for the legitimacy of higher
education disciplines. Secondly, higher education is a theoretical study with a practical orientation. The
theoretical purpose of higher education lies in its reflection and examination of practice based on value care,
and also in its rational investigation and exploration of practice with a scientific attitude, which is to provide
reference and optional equipment for practice, rather than to be confused with practice and practical
inquiry, which reflects its applied theoretical interest with social value. Thirdly, the knowledge system of
higher education is the basis for the construction of the theoretical system. The construction of a theoretical
system is the ideal goal of higher education, but it has not yet gone beyond the stage of knowledge
accumulation and theoretical precipitation, and a pragmatic path is to support higher education scholars to
carry out continuous research around specific themes and fields, achieving a rich research accumulation, and
reaching a basic theoretical consensus with the concept of specific topics, the clarification of knowledge and
theories, and the intersection of natural crossformation between different topics.
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