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On the Influence Factors and Operational Mechanism of Construction
of Grassroot Teaching Organizations in Higher Institutions

DU Yanfang"?, LIU Yibing'
(1. Faculty of Education, Southwest University, Chongqging 400715, China;
2. Department of Education and Psychological Science, Yuncheng University, Yuncheng 044000, China)

Abstract; From the perspective of cultural ecology theory, the construction of grassroots teaching
organizations in higher institutions includes five dimensions; organizational culture, organizational system,
teachers’ mental model, teachers’ teaching academic literacy and conditional support. Through the analysis
of the questionnaire survey data of 832 college teachers, it is found that the construction of grass—roots
teaching organizations in higher institutions is generally at a medium level, showing basic characteristics such
as insufficient manifestation of the connotation and characteristics of organizational culture, imperfect
organizational system and mechanism, insufficient professional beliefs and emotional commitment among
teachers, insufficient teaching and academic motivation of teachers, and insufficient sustainable development
of organizations. The scores of teachers’ mental model in grass—roots teaching organizations in normal
universities are significantly higher than those in comprehensive colleges and universities, and the scores of
organization teams in comprehensive colleges and universities significantly higher than those in normal
universities. Teachers’ degrees have significant discriminating power in the dimension of mental model, and
teachers’ teaching years and professional titles have significant discriminating power in each dimension.
There 1s a strong correlation among the constituent elements in the construction of grass—roots teaching
organization in higher institutions. Organizational system and mental model have an intermediary eftect
between organizational culture and teaching academic literacy. According to the size of the influence effect,
they are respectively organizational culture, organizational system and teachers’ mental model. Some
strategies and paths were put forward, such as transcending and reshaping organizational culture, delegating
power and optimizing organizational system, awakening and cultivating teachers’ mental model, enriching
and improving teachers’ teaching academic literacy, and supporting reform and innovation conditions.

Key words: grassroots teaching organizations in higher institutions; cultural ecology; organizational

culture; organization system; mental model; teaching academic literacy
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