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The Disciplinary Effect of Doctoral Students’ Academic Publications
and Early Academic Career Development

ZHANG Haisheng
( Ediitorial Department of Chongqing Higher Education Research,Chongqing University of Arts and Sciences, Chongqing 402160, China)

Abstract; The publication of academic papers has a significant impact on the academic discipline and
early career development of doctoral students. A semtstructured interview was conducted to retrospectively
investigate the academic publishing experiences and perceptions of 20 young university teachers during their
doctoral studies. The aim was to clarify the impact of paper publishing as a communication medium and
development tool on scholars’ early academic careers, as well as the process of individual academic role
transformation and confirmation. Research has found that, on the one hand, the academic publications of
doctoral students can not only effectively enhance the practical competitiveness and choice space of early
academic career job hunting, but also significantly shorten the development cycle of early academic career for
young university teachers; on the other hand, as a necessary step in institutional training and academic
refinement, the academic publications of doctoral students have a long-term and far-reaching impact on
shaping the role of individual academic training. Although different people have varying perceptions of the
importance of academic publication, the impact of doctoral students’ academic publications on the early
academic careers of young university teachers is multidimensional and three-dimensional, with a dual value of
value rationality and instrumental rationality. The former emphasizes the individual’s adherence to academic
ideals and conscious actions, while the latter emphasizes the regulation and control of the training system. In
the context of high competition in academic career development, doctoral students should achieve the
transformation and confirmation of their individual roles from students to scholars through the gradual process
of individual academic publications and the cumulative effect of advantages, and realize the dual integration
of socialization and individualization processes, as well as socialization and individualization roles. Only in
this way can they become independent, mature, and distinctive scholars with research styles. In practice,
doctoral students’ academic publications should maintain a dynamic balance between academic interest
guidance, institutional constraints, and academic responsibility incentives. On the basis of focusing on the
cumulative effect of publication quantity, more emphasis should be placed on improving publication quality,
and their own research should be constantly constructed and reflected upon through experience. Academic
publications should not be regarded as external constraints of the training system, but should be internalized
as individual conscious actions.
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