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(REHE: RAF KX HEHEHE)

A Study on the Impact of the Transfer of Independent Colleges on the
Enrollment Quality: An Empirical Research Based on University
Reputation and Multistage DID

WANG Xinping, XIA Yan
( Institute of Higher Education, Anhui University, Hefei 230039, China)

Abstract ; University reputation is the comprehensive impression left by the public in the long-term
running of universities. Excellent university reputation can attract more high—quality students. Over the
years, efforts to transfer independent colleges have not gone well. There is no consensus on the reputational
damage caused by decoupling from the parent university, in particular whether the relocation would affect

13

enrollment quality. With the “quastnatural experiment” of the transfer of independent colleges, based on
the panel data of the average college entrance examination scores of 306 independent colleges from 2009 to
2018, an empirical analysis was conducted on the impact of the transfer of independent colleges on student
enrollment quality by using the multi-period double-difference method. The results show that the average
admission score of independent colleges decreases significantly after the transfer, and there is a causal
relationship between the transfer and the average admission score. The mechanism analysis shows that the
transferred colleges lose the “elite college halo” of the parent universities, and the reputation is damaged,
which leads to the decline of student quality. Heterogeneity analysis shows that the effect of transfer on the
average score of liberal arts is stronger than that of science. Compared with the transferred colleges whose
parent university is a “firstclass discipline” and “non-Project 211/985” university, the transfer has a stronger
effect on the average admission score of the independent colleges whose parent university is a “first—class
university”. Transferred colleges located in “first tier cities” had a greater drop in average admission scores
than transferred colleges in “second tier cities” and “third tier cities”. Under the policy background of
promoting the comprehensive transter of independent colleges, transferred colleges should seize the
opportunity to achieve high—quality transfer in order to reshape and enhance the reputation of the university.
In terms of reputation management, the construction of campus culture and the guidance of public opinion
should be strengthened, keeping a good cooperative relationship with the parent university in the process of
transfer. In terms of type orientation, the development goal orientation of the colleges should be clarified,
adjusting the discipline structure and personnel training structure in time, and taking the path of high—quality
development and characteristic development. In terms of regional layout, the transfer plan should be
formulated in detail and various influencing factors should be weighed. In order to optimize the cost of
running a school and promote the balanced development of the region, the relevant colleges can consider
relocation during the transfer.

Key words: university reputation; enrollment quality; independent colleges; parent universities;

campus culture; famous school halo
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