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(REHE:GIFRHE KX KiEE)

From Tradition to Modern: The Absence and Reconstruction
of the Idea of Higher Education

ZHANG Yaxin, WANG Jianhua
( School of Educational Science, Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing 210097, China)

Abstract; The evolution from traditional to modern higher education idea is a fundamental
transformation from the institutional to educational ontological idea of the university entity. Traditional
higher education idea is essentially an institutional idea built around the university organization and
institutional framework, defending the foundations of knowledge and rational tradition, traditional higher
education idea regards students as objects of the university, that is as components of the university rather than
the subject of higher education. Due to its lack of attention to the micro level of education process,
traditional higher education idea lacks an educational dimension, and the student subject and the foundation
of humanity have not been fully recognized, leading to an ontological crisis of traditional higher education
idea. The collapse of objective knowledge and the weakening of the educational function of higher
education have undermined the epistemological basis on which traditional the idea of higher education
depends. The prevalence of quantitative evaluation and performance measurement endangers the legitimacy
of the foundational basis of the idea of higher education , and the reconstruction of modern idea of higher
education requires a grounding in the educational process. Higher education, as an educational process
aiming at enlightening, elevating, and liberating humanity, needs to achieve the freedom and liberation of
students, and students, rather than advanced knowledge, constitute the core of the modern idea of higher
education Therefore, we should restore the subject status of students in higher education with the logic of
education, transcend the legitimacy of knowledge in traditional idea of higher education through the
practical subject of knowledge—students, and reconstruct the liberal higher education through the idea of
liberation in education, replace traditional knowledge education with relational education, and shape a
sustainable higher education ecology to reshape the imagination of higher education.

Key words: the idea of higher education; the idea of university; emancipatory education; knowledge
education
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