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The Manifestation and Decline of Academic Cultural Capital.
The Educational Experience of the First Generation Rural

College Students in Elite Universities

WANG Zhaoxin', CHEN Binli*, WANG Xiying’
(1. College of International Education and Social Development, Zhejiang Normal University, Jinhua 321004, China;
2. School of Social Development and Public Policy, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China;
3. Faculty of Education, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract ; Since the 21st century, the rapid expansion of China’ s higher education has helped more
children from rural families enter universities. The “successful rise” of the group in the primary education
stage and the “integration dilemma” in the higher education have become the heated topic in the academic
circle. Taking the study experience of “Xiaodie” as the research object, a female student who is admitted to
a prestigious university from a poor mountainous area, an investigation was made on the mechanism of
breakthrongh for achieving educational success in the elementary education stage and the reasons for facing
difficulties in the higher education stage, as well as the correlation between “success” and “difficulties” in
different educational fields. The study found that “receiving education” is the important way to help rural
women successfully break the “gathering force of the regeneration of the underclass” and realize upward
social mobility. This is because the selection criteria and evaluation system based on “academic cultural
capital” in the primary education stage, to some extent, inhibits the decisive significance of family back-
ground and elite culture on individual educational achievement, and provides institutional guarantee for rural
children with “proschool culture” to break through the class through studying. Different from the stage of
primary education, the dominant culture in the field of elite universities is elite culture. In the stage, the
influence of students’ family background and the quality of elite cultural capital from that on individuals be-
gins to become prominent, and accordingly the previous function of academic cultural capital on individuals
is weakened. At this time, cultural reproduction begins to play the role, which starts the exclusion mecha-
nism for rural children who do not possess elite cultural capital, resulting in rural students like Xiaodie facing
multiple dilemmas of integrating into elite universities. the cultural reproduction theory failed in the Chinese
context, because for rural students entering elite universities, cultural reproduction does not exist or isn’ t
defeated by them, but only delays the time and field of starting the exclusion and elimination mechanism for
rural students. In fact, the difference of dominant cultural capital types in elementary education and higher
education lead to the different living circumstances of “successful people from poor families” .

Key words : rural household registration; female; academic cultural capital; the firsegeneration of col-

lege students; field

<42 .



