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(RERE FHRE & REF)

Charismatic Class and Teaching Truth: A Case Study Based on
the Lecture Method in Undergraduate Courses

ZHANG Hanwen
( Faculty of Education, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract: The lecture method has been questioned under the influence of constructivism teaching
theory. Through a case study of a popular undergraduate course in which the lecture method is the main
teaching method, 14 students were invited to conduct in—depth interviews and extensive materials were
collected while conducting participatory observations of the class. Based on category and contextual analysis,
the study shows that the lecture-oriented case class is complex and charming, but with hidden risks. On the
one hand, the strong theoretical nature of the content and the single pedagogical approach make students feel
“difficult and dull”. On the other hand, the engaging classroom environment and the multidimensional
personal charm of the teacher draw the students into the class. The students feel the tension in the class
through a complex initial experience that is “boring and inviting”. As the learning progresses, the charm of
the course in this case becomes apparent through the “subjectivity” of the teaching content, the deliberate
restraint of the teaching methods and the construction of the community relationship between the teacher
and students. In addition, the various images of students’ smiling, chattering, nodding, and shaking their
heads are also vivid representations of the charm in this case. At the same time, however, the charm of class
in this case is not open to everyone, as it depends on the intentional connection between teachers and
students and this highdevel contextual dependency hides the teaching risk of this charming class. The risk of
this charismatic teaching may be inherent in the whole education itself, and the truth of teaching as a filter
can be valuedfree. The charm of this case classroom is reflected in its uniqueness and irreproducible, as well
as in the teacher’s holistic understanding of the teaching context. Finally, the focus on teaching should go
beyond the detailed requirements on the technical level to give legitimacy to the existence of various teaching
forms in the teaching context, and to achieve more charming classrooms.

Key words:lecture method; undergraduate teaching; charismatic class; case study; teaching truth
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