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(g EkE Bt xXI)

An analysis of Social Support System for the Growth of Top PhDs in
Humanities and Social Sciences: Based on 73 Acknowledgements
of National Excellent Doctoral Dissertation

YU Zhaoda

( Institute of Education/ Center for Teaching and Learning Development, Xiamen University, Xiamen 361005, China)

Abstract: Top PhDs in Humanities and Social Sciences ( HSS) are an active force to construct an inde-
pendent knowledge system of HSS and develop philosophy and social sciences with Chinese characteristics.
The social support system of internal and external synergy is a powerful guarantee for the growth of top
PhDs. As a core indicator of the academic achievements, scientific research level and academic potential of
PhDs, the level of doctoral dissertations is the key measure to evaluate whether a PhDs is “top” or not. In
China, the winner of the National Excellent Doctoral Dissertation (NEDD) in HSS is a typical representa-
tive of the top PhDs group. The acknowledgement of NEDD reported the personal experience of social
support, which is an important material for exploring the social support system of the top PhDs. Based on
Social Support Theory, the mixed research results of 73 NEDD acknowledgement texts show that: on the
subject dimension, the tutor leads numerous significant others to provide all-round circle escort for the
growth of top PhDs. In the mediator dimension, the types of social support mediators that promote the
growth of top PhDs are overlapping and their main sources are differentiated. The display of material and in-
formation support is considerably higher than emotional and companionship support, and the dual differenti-
ation of emotional and companionship support sources implies a potential risk of diluting peer relationships.
In receptor dimension, the multi-dimensional pleasure and pain experience of the PhDs at the top of the ivo-
ry tower not only describes the “bitter” endogenous mechanism of the lack of emotional support to
strengthen the doctoral study, but also shows the talent cultivation function of “making fun of suffering” and
the potential risks such as “false companionship” triggered by “peercompetition”. Therefore, it is necessary
to explore the establishment of a tutor group system with “one master and multi assistants” mode with inter-
generational cooperation” , pay proper attention to the family background and kinship interaction and opti-
mize social support system for liberal arts doctoral students with the logic of stimulating positive “peer
effects”.

Key words: PhDs of humanities and social sciences; social support; National Excellent Doctoral Disser-

tation; acknowledgement of dissertation ; text analysis
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