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Review and Prospect of the Study on the Relationship Between
Interdisciplinary Research Cooperation and Research
Productivity in Universities

CHEN Aihua', WU Wei’
(1. School of Law and Politics, Zhejiang Sci-Tech University, Hangzhou 311103, China;
2. School of Public Affairs, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310058, China)

Abstract ; Interdisciplinary research cooperation is an important dimension that affects research produc-
tivity in universities. In the process of interdisciplinary research cooperation, tacit knowledge sharing and in-
novative thinking collision are important driving forces of knowledge innovation, which to a large extent af-
fects the indepth implementation of innovationdriven development strategy. As for the relationship between
interdisciplinary research cooperation and research productivity in universities, the current research has not
carried out a comprehensive and systematic explanation. Using the method of literature analysis, this paper
systematically summarizes the literature published between 1990 and April 2021 on the relationship between
interdisciplinary research cooperation and research productivity in universities, constructs the basic theoretical
framework of the relationship between interdisciplinary research cooperation and research productivity in
universities. On the basis of defining the concepts of interdisciplinary research cooperation and research pro-
ductivity, this paper summarizes the research framework with “interdisciplinary research cooperation—research
productivity” as the main line and “interdisciplinary research cooperation—regulatory variable ( intermediary
variable }research productivity” as the branch line, explains the direct positive and negative relationship be-
tween interdisciplinary research cooperation and research productivity in universities, and introduces that re-
searchers add the third kind of variables to the direct relationship, and obtains the explanation of the relation-
ship between the two in different organizational and environmental situations through moderating variables,
and reveals the intermediate transformation path from interdisciplinary research cooperation to research pro-
ductivity in universities through the different action mechanism of intermediary variables. At the end of this
paper, the future study direction of the relationship between interdisciplinary research cooperation and re-
search productivity is prospected. The study results are of great theoretical significance and practical value for
clarifying the study context of the relationship between interdisciplinary research cooperation and research
productivity in universities, and promoting interdisciplinary research cooperation and enhancing research
productivity in universities to promote the in-depth implementation of innovation-driven development strate-
gy.

Key words : interdisciplinary research cooperation; research productivity; mechanism of action; net-

work capabilities; digital situation
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