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A Phenomenological Reflection on the Application of
Bibliometrics in Educational Literature Review Study

ZHANG Sheng
( College of Education, Wenzhou University, Wenzhou 325035, China)

Abstract ; Bibliometrics has been widely used in educational literature review study. Relevant reflec-
tions mainly focus on the technology itself and its application. The purpose of the study is to further examine
the limitations of bibliometrics applied to educational literature review study from the perspective of
phenomenological pedagogy. Based on normative analysis through Husserl’ s theoretical framework of “ego
—cogitocogitatum” in the connexion of pure phenomenology, and taking the case of high-quality education-
al review study as a practical contrast, the reflection confirmed that it has shortcomings in “raising research
questions” , “conducting professional selection” and “conducting in-depth analysis”. Based on this, three
suggestions were put forward. Firstly, educational literature review study should attempt to answer more
comprehensive and fundamental educational questions based on existing literature. At the beginning of edu-
cational literature review study, researchers should express their core concerns about the “educational life
world” rather than educational literature, clearly propose research questions, and operationally defined the
concepts contained within research questions. Secondly, based on research questions, literature retrieval
standards should be established to balance representativeness and comprehensiveness, striving to avoid missing

“educational life world” as much as

literature that have different “textual notations” but are relevant to the
possible ; the qualitative inclusion criteria should be set for literature obtained through retrieval, the quantita-
tive quality evaluation standards to be set for the literature included in the analysis. Thirdly, researchers
should hold a phenomenology attitude to suspend their own perceptions, combining bibliometrics with con-
tent analysis, thematic analysis, etc. , achieving “interpretative understanding” of educational literature and
its “educational life world” based on “empathy”, and deeply analyzing the original meaning of educational
literature.

Key words: bibliometrics; phenomenological pedagogy; pure phenomenology; literature review

study; educational research
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