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Research on the Evaluation of “Revitalization” of Higher Education in
Central and Western China Based on the Perspective of Endogenous Power

TIAN Haoran', CAI Zongmo®
(1. School of Education, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872, China;
2. Center for Western Higher Education, Chongqing University of Arts and Sciences, Chongqing 402160, China)
Abstract ; The perspective and orientation of evaluating the revitalization of central and western higher
education is the base point for examining the relationship between “gap” and “revitalization” , and the key
to break the cognitive lock and undesirable path dependence. The comprehensive revitalization of central
and western higher education must stimulate endogenous power and development vitality, which requires
exploring corresponding evaluation ideas and countermeasures. Based on the endogenous force perspective,
a comprehensive evaluation system is constructed from four dimensions of talent cultivation, talent concen-
tration, research innovation and economic linkage, i. e. the endogenous cycle development link of regional
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higher education, and the panel data of 18 central and western provinces from 2005 to 2020 were used to
evaluate and analyze the revitalization of central and western higher education. The study shows that: the re-
vitalization of higher education in the central and western provinces all shows a fluctuating upward trend,
and the later period performs better than the earlier period. The overall performance of southwest China is
better than that of northwest China, but the central China shows the characteristic of “collapse”, mainly
because the endogenous development speed is relatively slow, and the revitalization momentum does not
match with the higher development starting point. The results of dimensional decomposition show that all
provinces in central and western China have relative weaknesses. In terms of talent cultivation and talent
gathering, most of the central provinces are “collapsing”, while the western provinces are seriously polar-
ized. In terms of scientific research and innovation, about 1/3 of both central and western provinces need to
make up for their shortcomings. In terms of economic linkage, the central provinces are not significantly out
of order, while 1/3 of the western provinces are significantly out of order. Differentiated responses should
be adopted for the endogenous development patterns of regional higher education of different weak types.
Different from the traditional evaluation, the evaluation of revitalization of higher education in central and
western China under the perspective of endogenous power is oriented to improve the self~blood-making
mechanism, and the evaluation system is centered on talent elements rather than material resources; it strives
for coordination that is compatible with the volume of regional socio-economic development rather than pur-
suing absolute balanced distribution in the geographical sense; and it emphasizes the circular interaction a-
mong evaluation dimensions rather than simple juxtaposition. In the future, the change of evaluation orien-
tation should be promoted, the endogenous power evaluation index system to be improved, and the evalua-
tion tools and techniques to be improved to help activate the endogenous power of revitalization of higher
education in central and western China.

Key words: higher education; central and western China; endogenous power; revitalization evalua-

tion; index system
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