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The Influence of the Establishment of Sister Cities on the International
Students’ Scale in China

LI Guanggin', ZAHNG Lishuang' , LONG Minghui’
(1. School of International Trade & Economics, Anhui University of Finance & Economics, Bengbu 233030, China;
2. School of Foreign Languages, Chongqing Normal University, Chongqing 400047, China)

Abstract ; With the rise of Chinese higher education, China has become more attractive to internation-
al students from all over the world, and how to improve the scale and quality of international students
coming to China has become an important task for Chinese higher education at present. Based on the panel
data of the number of established sister cities and the scale of international students coming to China between
China and 196 countries around the world from 2006 to 2018, the effect of the establishment of sister cities
on the scale of international students coming to China is examined empirically by using the models of ordina-
ry least squares, instrumental variables and mediating effects. The results show that the establishment of sister
cities has a significant positive effect on the scale of international students coming to China, and the results
still hold when robustness tests are conducted using the scale of international students coming to China for
academic education and the scale of international students coming to China for non—academic education;
considering the possible endogeneity between the establishment of sister cities and international students
coming to China, the test results still hold when the time of establishment of diplomatic relations between
the country of origin and China is used as an instrumental variable. The analysis of heterogeneity shows that
the establishment of sister cities has a significantly higher impact on the scale of international students from
developed countries than on the scale of international students from less developed countries. The results of
the mechanism analysis show that the establishment of sister cities can improve the trust of the source
countries in China and expand the scale of international students coming to China. Therefore, the Chinese
government should actively promote the establishment of sister cities to improve Chin’ s trust level globally,
and implement differentiated sister cities policies for countries with different income levels to further expand
the scale of international students coming to China.

Key words :international students’ scale in China; sister cities; mechanism of trust; establishment time

of diplomatic relations
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