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Abstract ; In recent years, the uncertainty of the external environment has brought significant challenges
to future higher education. The higher education institutions in various countries have actively carried out
structural change and functional transformation to address the risks and crises. External challenges and internal
changes require the global higher education community to strengthen cooperation and jointly find definitive
goals and implementation paths for the future development of higher education, and how to scientifically de-
sign a roadmap for the future of global higher education has become the most important task for the world’
s higher education community at present. Predicting the development goals and paths of higher education in
2050 in advance is crucial to achieving the strategic goal of becoming a powerful country in China’s higher
education. Using the case study method and selecting UNESCO as the research case, “The Futures of
Higher Education Project” and related policy reports were used as the analysis unit. Through in-depth inter-
pretation of the vision of higher education in 2050 by three categories of subjects, including higher educa-
tion experts, the public, and stakeholders, an analysis was made on the road map for higher education in
2050 proposed by UNESCO at the Third World Conference on Higher Education. Starting with the six
core elements of “concept, goal, attribute, function, structure, and motivation” , a core element model of
the future landscape of global higher education in 2050 was constructed, and then the main directions of fu-
ture higher education reform were summarized, namely, higher education concepts based on humanism,
higher education goals based on sustainable development, higher education attributes based on quast-public
goods, and higher education functions based on creating the future, the structure of higher education based
on ecological diversity and the driving force of higher education based on new information technology. Fi-
nally, a framework of action suggestions for formulating a long-term plan for China’s higher education for
the 2050 was put forward: attaching great importance to the role of humanism values in the development of
higher education, taking more positive actions in the global sustainable development, promoting the
establishment of a high—quality public education system in China, reshaping the future-oriented innovative
talent cultivation system, and building a diverse ecosystem of higher education in China, continuing to
accelerate the deep integration of information technology and higher education.

Key words: higher education; UNESCO; future vision; core elements; humanism; sustainable

development; deep integration
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