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Re-examination of the Authority of University Rankings

LIN Chuanshun', XIA Meiru®
(1. Institute of Higher Education, Fudan University, Shanghai 200433 , China;
2. College of Education, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310058 , China)

Abstract ; The birth and development process of university rankings can reflect its inherent characteris-
tics. Based on the summary of historical facts, this process can be divided into two stages. The first is the
survival stage. Under the fierce competition for survival, the ranking has established authority in the mind of
the public based on the principles of anchor, stability, openness, appropriateness, and clarity. Relying on
this authority, rankings can occupy a certain market share. Ranking makers may not be consciously aware of
the above principles, but rankings that do not follow the above principles will lose their authority, eventually
decline, and be forced to withdraw from the competition. The second is the stage of international
development. After the rise of the international university rankings, it has not been actively accepted by the
higher education system. On the contrary, by virtue of its own authority, it is embedded in all aspects of
public perception, government decision-making, and university strategy, and has a comprehensive impact on
the higher education system. From the perspective of the construction of the higher education evaluation
system, the university rankings have two important functions. One is to continuously absorb existing
knowledge and make tentative judgments on first—class universities; the other is to serve as an important
reference for the construction of a scientific evaluation system, to boost the development of rankings with
the main pursuit of science. In the future, we can rely on the traditional rankings to create a higher educa-
tion evaluation and information service system that is more scientific and more conducive to university im-
provement. In the long run, the ranking makers will proceed from their own special interests to make the
ranking procedure and process more open and fair. However, the makers have no incentive to build evalua-
tion tools that contribute to the long—term and intrinsic development of universities. Therefore, it is
imperative to speed up the establishment of a higher education evaluation system with scientific nature as the
main pursuit.

Key words : university ranking; evaluation system; anchor principle; university competition
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