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International Higher Education as a Tool of Soft Power .
A Case Study and Enlightenment

WU Hewen, SHI Yaoyue
( Faculty of Education, Shaanxi Normal University, Xi’ an 710062, China)

Abstract ; International higher education plays an important role in the construction of national soft
power. International higher education not only contains intrinsic educational value, but also has strong
political appeal. As a tool of soft power, international higher education has political appeal as its goal and
educational value as its means to achieve this goal. Western countries have designed and implemented a se-
ries of international higher education programs to promote soft power through education expanding public di-
plomacy. Taking one of the visiting scholar exchange programs as an example to analyze its operating logic.
From the analysis of the case, it can be found that the core value of this project is to safeguard national in-
terests and spread ideology, and its basic logic is to follow the law of educational exchange to develop public
diplomacy and target key groups to serve cultural transmission, so as to promote the soft power of national
culture. In the process of developing cultural soft power, China should consider the status and multiple
functions of internationalization of higher education, combine its own development reality, integrate different
construction subjects, and work together to improve the quality of national education and cultural soft power
level. Specific approaches include: improving the position, attaching importance to the instrumental value
of international higher education to serve the national interests, focusing on strengthening the depth and
breadth of international exchanges in higher education, and two-way connection to realize the common devel-
opment of cultural soft power and public diplomacy.

Key words :international higher education; soft power; public diplomacy; value logic

.51 -



