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Out of the Cocoon: Education Crisis in the Time of the Tribes
and the Countermeasures

YU Jiaqi
(/School of Educational Sciences, South China Normal University, Guangzhou 510631, China)

Abstract: “Tribes” do not mean groups composed of several clans with close blood ties, but communi-
ties in modern society that have common interests. The former are derivative of families, while the latter are
the modern products. These communities of interest, which differ from the traditional blood clans, also can
be called “neo-ribes”. If the emergence of “nomads” who break away from the original order is the premise
of the formation of modern tribes, then the emerging media technology provides technical support and possi-
ble basis for retribalization. With the help of emerging electronic media, “the time of the tribes” that em-
phasizes the free assembly of individuals has officially come. The basic symptom in “the time of the tribes”
is “the tribalization of cognition” , that is, the judgment that determines how people get knowledge about an
event gradually changes from individual rationality and truth of the event to individual sensibility and group
memory. Reason and truth—seeking have given way to solipsism and conformity. Tribalism is a word that
contains a variety of phenomena that relate to loyalty to and favoring of groups to which one belongs. “Fight-
ing for the tribe” is the manifestation of tribalization, “the loss of the other” is the cause of tribalization,
and “the spoiled mind” is the result of tribalization. In order to get out of the tribe, cross-border learning
which emphasizes the construction of real dialogue space is the key. The learning that facing the asymmetric
relationship between the two sides of the dialogue, is not satisfied with coexistence based on respect, but
committed to symbiosis based on dialogue. For that, “What you think about it?” has to replace “it being
the case. ”.

Key words :tribalism; the loss of the other; crosshborder learning; a critique of modern education

- 63 -



