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The Effect of Perceived Evaluation Orientation on Faculty’ s Tendency
to Deviate from Teaching

7ZHOU Yao, SHEN Hong

( Center for Higher Education Research, Southern University of Science and Technology, Shenzhen 518055, China)

Abstract;In the context of the prevalence of academic assessment, does faculty, as a rational actor
under the evaluation index system, tend to deviate from teaching due to excessive pursuit of research
outcomes? Based on empirical evidence from the “Academic Profession in Knowledge Society” Survey in
2018, a logit model was used to explore the effect of perceived evaluation orientation on faculty’ s tendency
to deviate from teaching. The study found that the “five focuses” faculty evaluation system may cause fac-
ulty to deviate from their roles, and the phenomenon is significantly heterogeneous among different types of
universities and different groups of faculty. Specifically, faculty’ s subjective perceptions of evaluation
orientation are significantly correlated with their tendency to deviate from teaching, and the likelihood of
deviating from teaching increased by 61. 8% when faculty perceived the evaluation system to be research-
oriented. There are also significant inter—university and group differences in this effect, which is more
evident among normrdouble firstclass universities, lecturers, and science faculty. It indicates that the over-
emphasis on research in nondouble firstclass universities will lead to research taking away faculty’ s normal
teaching time; lecturers’ survival pressure and promotion demands are stronger than those of professors and
associate professors, and their tendency to deviate from teaching is more serious; when faculty evaluation
system generally starts to emphasize research achievements, science faculty will feel the pressure of research
first and reduce their teaching time. Therefore, universities should further deepen the reform of faculty eval-
uation system, strengthen the classification and diversification of evaluation, improve peer review, and lead
faculty to do a good job of teaching by reducing the leverage of scientific research evaluation, so as to avoid
faculty’ s tendency to deviate from teaching.

Key words : evaluation orientation; teaching deviation tendency; faculty evaluation system; “breaking

the five focuses”
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