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The Opposition and Transcendence Between General Education
and Professional Education

SONG Aizhong
( College of Marxism, Henan Finance University, Zhengzhou 450046, China)

Abstract: It is difficult to reveal the truth of the matter by suspending the real production relationship
and making an abstract and static distinction between general education and professional education from the
perspectives of educational function, knowledge type and educational status. From the perspective of Marx’
s alienation theory, the contradiction between general education and professional education does not stem
from the internal confrontation or fracture of knowledge itself, but from the labor alienation and its symptom
in the education sector. General education aims to consolidate the essential attribute of free labor possessed
by the educated as human beings, showing a strong “for me” nature, while professional education is
influenced by the others’ interests and strength other than the educators, reflecting the obvious “for others”
nature. The essence of the opposition between the two kinds of education is the embodiment of the contra-
diction between the “employer” and the “employee” in the education link. The ultimate transcendence of
the opposition between the two can only be truly realized in the communist society where the productive
forces are highly developed and labor becomes the first need: at that time, the labor of “for me” was direct-
ly equal to that of “for others” , so the opposition between the “for me” nature of general education and the
“for others” nature of professional education in the field of education also disappeared, and the mankind
would write a moving chapter of “free and comprehensive education” on its own educational banner. Of
course , the sublation of professional education and the development of professional education itself follow the
same path. At the present stage, to properly handle the relationship between the two kinds of education, the
focus is to create a social objective environment that gradually dispels alienation, and constantly increase the
subjectivity of the educated to give play to human’ s essential power, rather than mainly building a certain
curriculum system of “universal knowledge + special knowledge” for the educated, although this construc-
tion is also an optional scheme.

Key words: general education; professional education; alienation; free and comprehensive education
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