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An Empirical Study on the Revitalization of Higher Education Helping
Common Prosperity in Western China

LAN Yongfu
( College of Public Administration, South-Central Minzu University , Wuhan 430074 , China)
Abstract ; The revitalization of higher education in western China is a key factor to boost the internal

force of social and economic development in western China. Using panel data from 79 cities in the western
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region from 2012—2021, the co-prosperity index was constructed from the perspectives of income and
income distribution in terms of the two dimensions of “prosperity” and “common” , the panel two-way fixed
effect model and SYS-GMM model were established to empirically analyze the impact of the revitalization of
western higher education on the realization of common prosperity. The results show that: from the perspec-
tive of common prosperity, the revitalization of higher education in western China has a significant positive
impact on the realization of common prosperity; from the perspective of “prosperity” and “common” , high-
er education in western China plays a significant role in increasing income and narrowing income gap, and it
has the “prosperity” effect of “enlarging the cake” to increase income, and the “common” effect of “dividing
the cake well” to promote sharing; from the perspective of heterogeneity, the impact of higher education on
common prosperity in western China is different with different urban levels, and the effect of higher
education in western China on the common prosperity of the cities above the provincial capital, municipali-
ties directly under the central government and vice-provincial level is significantly higher than that of the
general cities; from the perspective of operation mechanism, the industrial structure is an important factor
that influences the effect of western higher education in promoting common prosperity, and plays a signifi-
cant regulatory effect in the process of western higher education helping to achieve common prosperity. It is
suggested that we should speed up the popularization of higher education in western China, enlarge the scale
of students’ training, increase the proportion of students admitted to secondary and higher education in rural
areas, strengthen the ability of local education service, continue to promote the plan for the revitalization of
higher education in the west, increase support for higher education in prefecture-level cities in the west,
speed up the optimization and upgrading of the industrial structure in the west, and reshape the higher
education personnel system in the west.

Key words; western region; higher education revitalization; common prosperity ; SYS-GMM model ; in-

dustrial structure
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