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A Historical Review of the Regional Equality of Access
to Higher Education in China

QIN Yong'?
(1. Education Department, Southwest University, Chongging 400715, China;
2. Office of the CPC SISU Committee and Administration, Sichuan International Studies University, Chongging 400031, China)

Abstract: As China’ s higher education has entered the stage of popularization, the conflict between
the people’ s pursuit of higher education with better quality and allocation and its insufficient supply has
become one of the major problems in the development of higher education. Since the promulgation of the
State Council’ s “Opinions on Deepening the Reform of the College Entrance Examination System” in 2014,
the issue of higher education equality has once again attracted the public’ s attention. Through analyzing the
evolution of the quota allocation in imperial examination system and the college entrance examination of the
Republic of China, it is found that experience of the two in pursuing regional equality can be critically
learned and used as references. In this context, the formulation of current college entrance examination
system is reviewed and the reasons for the regional inequality of optimal higher education resources are
traced. With the help of a new round of college entrance examination reform, to solve the regional
imbalance of higher education enrollment opportunities in the new era, based on the regional reality, the
distribution of college enrollment plans should be regulated, the adjustment of higher education compensation
to be improved, the regional allocation of higher education resources to be optimized, and the quality of
education in underdeveloped areas to be improved, in order to make the distribution of high-quality higher
education enrollment opportunities among regions gradually reach a fair and reasonable state.

Key words : higher education; access to higher education; regional equality; educational equity
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