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An Empirical Study of the Impact of the Revitalization of Higher
Education in the West on the “Retention” of Young People

TIAN Haoran', YANG Xiao®
(1. School of Education, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872, China;
2. School of Public Finance and Taxation, Central University of Finance and Economics, Beijing 102206, China)

Abstract : The impact of the revitalization of higher education in the west on the “retention” of young
talents is an important issue for the revitalization of the endogenous power of the west. Based on the 2015
National Sample Survey of 1% of the population and data from 84 prefecturelevel cities and one municipality
directly under the central government in western China, the impact of higher education on the “retention” of
young people was analyzed. The results show that the development of higher education in the western region
significantly increases the probability of young people “staying” in the west. Heterogeneity analysis further
revealed that higher education had a significant retention effect on both schooling and employment
preference, with a slightly stronger effect on employment preference. The sensitivity to higher education
varies across individual characteristics such as education level, type of household registration and marriage ;
the retention effect of higher education is stronger in western regions with a higher proportion of tertiary
industries, “prestigious” schools or provincial capitals. In order to boost the endogenous power of develop-
ment in the west, the western region should cultivate the attractiveness of talents around higher education,
“promoting education” to “gathering people”. Western universities should optimize their own positioning
and layout, working in tandem with regional industries, “developing the industry” to “retaining people”.
Meanwhile, the construction of “double first—class” and “gathering pole” for higher education should be
strengthened in the west.

Key words ; western higher education; higher education revitalization; youth; mobile population
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