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The Impact of Higher Education on Income and Income
Distribution in the Popularization Stage

WANG Li', LI Fenglan®
(1. College of Economics and Management, Huazhong Agricultural University, Wuhan 430070, China;
2. College of Marxism, Huazhong Agricultural University, Wuhan 430070, China)

Abstract ; Based on the micro data of China’s household tracking survey, the impact of higher education
on individual income and its heterogeneous impact on each income group in the popularization stage were
analyzed by using the methods of ordinary least squares regression (OLS) and quantile regression (QR).
The results show that: from the perspective of income growth, higher education in the popularization stage
still has a significant positive impact on income increase, but the increase range shows a downward trend ; in
terms of heterogeneity, compared with the middle and high-income groups, higher education plays a greater
role in increasing the income of low-income groups, especially the very low-income groups, while it has least
role in increasing the income of very high-income groups; the marginal contribution of higher education to
each income group is different, from very low-income group to very high-income group, showing a trend of
“first continuous declining, then slow rising and declining” ; from the perspective of income distribution
higher education has narrowed the income gap between low-income groups and middle and high—-income
groups. In the context of the new stage of higher education development, it is suggested to pay attention to
and vigorously develop higher vocational education and appropriately speed up the popularization of higher edu-
cation, to expand the proportion of children from low-income families admitted to the high school entrance
examination and college entrance examination, to focus on improving the higher education enrollment rate of
children from low-income families, to accurately apply big data technology to promote the development of low
—income students in higher education, to strengthen the quality orientation of higher education, and to im-
prove the quality of talent training in various colleges and universities.

Key words : popularization stage; higher education; income; distribution of income
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