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A Study of the Influence of Graduate Education Extension
on Resident Income Gap

SU Hui,ZHANG Xinya
( College of Education, Shihezi University, Shihezi 832003, China)

Abstract ; Education is an important way to solve income inequality. Can the expansion of postgraduate
education in China at this stage adjust the income gap of residents? Based on the panel data of 26 provinces
in China from 2000 to 2019, an empirical study on the relationship between postgraduate education
expansion and income gap was conducted using a threshold regression model. The results show that there is
an economic threshold between the expansion of postgraduate education and the income gap of residents.
When the regional economic level (InGDP) is lower than the threshold value of 10. 135 7, the expansion of
postgraduate education has a significant positive effect on the income gap. At a certain stage of economic
development, the structural effect of education expansion is greater than the inhibitory effect, and the
expansion of postgraduate education will still exacerbate the income gap between residents, but as economic
development crosses the threshold, the impact of postgraduate education expansion will gradually decrease.
In the long run, pay attention to the “threshold effect” between the expansion of postgraduate education and
the income gap, steadily expand the scale of postgraduate students, emphasize the transformation of
postgraduate education from quantity to quality, and give play to the role of postgraduate education in
regulating income gaps, so as to better promote sustainable economic and social harmony developing.

Key words : postgraduate education expansion; resident income gap; coordinated reginal development;

economic threshold
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