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Does the Urban-Rural Gap Narrow the Offspring’ s Occupational
Earnings Difference under the Background of Common Prosperity

ZHANG Bingbing, YAO Congli, NING Yijing
(School of Public Management, Northwest University, Xi’ an 710069, China)

Abstract ; Reasonable and orderly social mobility and coordinated development of urban and rural areas
are the foundations to achieve common prosperity. Taking the occupational earnings of the offspring as a
proxy and incorporating urban—rural gap into the traditional intergenerational mobility analysis framework,
the effect and mechanism of urbanrural gap on offspring’ s occupational earnings both overall and chronolog-
ically were evaluated based on the survey data and structural equation model. The study found that the sus-
taining urban—rural gap doesn’ t narrow the occupational income gap of the offspring. Firstly, the
agglomeration effect of educational resources has exacerbated the inequality of high-quality higher education
opportunities between urban and rural areas. Secondly, the cumulative effect of the growth environment
widens the disparity of higher education outcomes between the urban and rural areas. As a result, graduates
from disadvantaged families face the risk that the absolute income rises intergenerationally but the relative
income falls intragenerationally. Finally, to achieve common prosperity, we need to promote high—quality
economic development and the equalization of basic public services, and narrow the gap in group develop-
ment capabilities.

Key words : urbanrural gap; offspring’ s occupational earnings; college quality; common prosperity;

parental socioeconomic status
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