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The Scale Expansion, the Return Rate of Higher Education
and Urban-Rural Income Disparity

HU Dexin, TIAN Yunhong
(Institute of Education, Tianjin University, Tianjin 300354, China)

Abstract ;: Based on Chinese General Social Survey (CGSS) in 2008 and 2017, with the help of the
methods including ordinary least squares, the propensity score matching and the quantile regression, an
analysis was made on the impact of the continuous expansion of college enrollment to return rate of higher
education and urban—rural income disparity at different income levels. The results as shown as follows; first-
ly, from the longitudinal comparison of the time dimension, the rate of return to higher education in China
has such changing characteristics of “growing overall, declining in urban areas, and rising in rural areas” ;
secondly, from the perspective of the urban and rural horizontal comparison, the rate of return to higher ed-
ucation for urban residents was much higher than that for rural residents, while in the later stage of expan-
sion, the rate of return for rural higher education surpassed that of urban areas; finally, in terms of income
gap differentiation, the expansion of higher education scale has the “fairness effect” of narrowing the income
gap between urban and rural residents. In view of this, in the process of rapid development of higher educa-
tion in China, the state should further improve the probability of higher education in rural areas, achieve a
balanced allocation of educational resources in urban and rural areas, promote the synergy of scale expan-
sion and quality improvement in order to sustainable development of economic benefits, and increase fun-
ding for poor urban and rural college students to alleviate burden of economic budget for low-income house-
holds.

Key words :scale expansion; the return rate of higher education; urbanrural income; income dispari-

ty; quantile regression
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