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Has Local Introduction of Universities Promoted Regional
Economic Growth

ZHAO Ran GUO Cheng CHAI Jiaqi
(1. Faculty of Education Beijing Normal University Beijing 100875 China;

2. Capital Educational Economics Research Base Beijing Normal University Beijing 100875 China)

Abstract: Whether the local introduction policies of colleges and universities can sustainably promote
regional economic development is a core issue to be tested in the evaluation of the effectiveness of “double
first—class” construction. The progressive DID method was used to examine the effect of introduction of
colleges and universities on regional economic growth and the industrial structure upgrade and to explore its
mechanism. The study found that the local introduction of colleges and universities has continuously boosted
the regional economic growth and has significantly promoted the economic growth of the cities from the first
year after the introduction of colleges and universities and the driving effect can last for 11 years. While
the promotion effect of the introduction of colleges and universities on the industrial structure upgrade has a
time lag effect which starts to appear only from the third year after introduction. In terms of the mechanism
of action on the one hand the introduction of colleges and universities reduces the regional development
gap by promoting the economic growth of regions with lower initial economic level and also reduces the gap
of regional industrial structure upgrade level by promoting the industrial upgrade of regions with lower initial
industrial structure level; on the other hand the introduction of colleges and universities can drive the
regional economic growth and industrial structure upgrade through the mechanism of influencing the level of
technological progress. Therefore paying attention to long—term policy support for the local introduction of
universities the government should also take “demand traction” as the basic principle especially the
cutting—edge technology majors that are urgently needed in the “l14th Five— Year Plan” for social and
economic development so as to realize the coordination between the introduction of universities and the
local technology level and industrial structure to promote the in—depth integration of industry university and
research. Sticking to the principle of evaluation to promote construction and classified evaluation a new
university layout of points with domains multi—domain collaboration should be formed in order to continuously
narrow the gap in regional economic development.

Key words: double first—class; introduction of colleges and universities; regional economic growth;

industrial structure upgrade; progressive DID
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