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Exploring the Development Path of China’ s Higher Online Education
from the Perspective of Disruptive Innovation Theory

WANG Shenglan' PENG Shuang’
(1. School of Education South China Normal University Guangzhou 510631 China;
2. School of Electronic Science and Engineering National University of Defense Technology Changsha 410072 China)

Abstract: According to the disruptive innovation theory China’ s higher online education follows two
different development paths of sustaining innovation and disruptive innovation in school education system
and education service industry. By analyzing the characteristics and comparing the rationality of the two
paths it is found that: the school education system takes advantage of resources to position the online
degree education market regards online education as the supplement and enrichment of traditional
education and maintains the legitimacy of university entities. The education service industry is oriented by
social needs positioned in the non- mainstream education market with internet—based business model
innovation as its core competitiveness and committed to break the boundaries set by traditional higher
education. Sustaining innovation may not be able to achieve systematic reform of higher education while
disruptive innovation may be detrimental to the sustainable development of higher education. In the future
development of China’s higher online education it is necessary to eliminate the obstacles to the supply of
education service industry take the education service industry as a testing ground for the transformation of
higher education and guide the education service industry to maintain a balance between commercial
interests and public responsibilities in the market operation.

Key words: higher online education; sustaining innovation; disruptive innovation; school education

system; education service industry
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