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The Evolution of the Classification Development Policy of
Universities in China: Based on 39 Policy Texts

XIA Yan, ZHAO Luyao
( Institute of Higher Education, Anhui University, Hefei230039, China)

Abstract: By using content mining technology, an analysis was made on 39 policy texts related to the
classified development of colleges and universities in China. The results show that the number of classified
development policies is becoming more and more intensive, the main body of publishing being more and
more diversified, local governments bearing more responsibilities. The semantic network of policy samples
has formed three core clusters of ‘development—construction—characteristics’, ‘“higher education—quality—
structure” and “colleges and universities—disciplines—level ”. “Classified development” has experienced
three development stages: focusing on school construction, discipline construction and then connotation
construction. The classification standards of colleges and universities show richness and comprehensiveness,
and the policy effectiveness has changed from strong planning to strong guidance, the policy tools changing
from mandatory to inducement. It can be seen that in the classified development policy, the role of the
central government has changed from ‘leader” to “guide”, the policy guidance changing from adjusting
external relations to education itself, and the development strategy changing from lifelong system to a compe—
tition mechanism of ‘“advance or retreat”. In order to improve the classified development policy of colleges
and universities, the policy execution should be further improved, the policy focus to be balanced and the
policy tools to be optimized.

Key words: higher education; classified development; policy evolution; policy research
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