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The Institutional Logic and Optimized Path of the Faculty Tenure Track
System Reform in Chinese Research Universities

WANG Siyi

( School of Public Administration, Southwestern University of Finance and Economics, Chengdu 611130, China)

Abstract: In recent years, the faculty tenure track system reform has become one of the important
measures lo enhance the talent attraction and competitiveness of universities in China. Through the analysis
of tenure track reform practice, the results found that talent introduction establish the benchmark of faculty
development in the form of incremental reform, while the faculty position classification reform provides di-
versified professional development path for different teachers in the form of stock reform. However, there are
also contradictions and conflicts between introduction and cultivation as well as the teaching and research in
the process. From the case analysis, it shows that the reform of the long—term employment system of college
teachers in China reflects the institutional logic of performance management, competition orientation and in—
ternationalization, which may induce potential risks such as academic utilitarianism, academic champion—
ship generalization, local academic weakening and so on. Based on that, in the process of deepening the re—
form of teacher appointment system in the future, the attention should be paid to the balance between the
external introduction and internal cultivation, cultivating a good academic culture, establishing promotion
channels for different posts and a strict job transfer mechanism, reasonably setting the cycle and standard of
performance appraisal, improving the supporting and guarantee mechanism, building a long—term talent
support system in the school and promoting the integration of new and old personnel systems.

Key words: university faculty; tenure system reform; institutional logic; managerialism
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