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On Creative Mind and Its Development: Based on John Dewey’ s
Perspective of Educational Philosophy of Pragmatism

ZHU Jingren
(1. University Student Quality Education Research Center, Anhui Xinhua University, Hefei 230088, China;
2. Teachers’ Education College, Hefei Normal University, Hefei230061, China;
3. Institute of Higher Education, Anhui University, Hefei230039, China)

Abstract: Creative mind is a truly productive mind in its activities. Its activities are independent and
initiative. Creative mind is innate, but the environment and education can promote or inhibit its develop—
ment. There are still forces hindering the development of creative mind in modern schools. In modern
society, school education should consciously take cultivating students’ creative mind as its task or goal.
Cultivating students’ creative mind requires efforts in two aspects: one is to cultivate students’ critical
courage and ability; the second is to cultivate students’ philosophical thinking ability and personality.
Dewey’ s related ideas have obvious characteristics of pragmatism educational philosophy. However, five
pieces of enlightenment can be obtained: the environment is an important factor for cultivating creative
mind; in the school education, even in colleges and universities, cultivating creative mind does not require
students to really ‘create” new theories and objects in school, but to cultivate students’ courage to think
and speak out their ideas loudly; cultivating creative mind should focus on cultivating students’ ability of
criticism and discrimination; personality is the soil for the growth of creative mind. Without personality,
there is no creativity; the attention should be paid to cultivating students’ philosophical thinking ability.

Key words: creative mind; discrimination; philosophical thinking; talent cultivation
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