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Strong Intervention: The Strategic Choice of Higher Education
Development in the Western China

LIU Xuxiang
( Institute of Higher Education, Yunnan University, Kunming 650091, China)

Abstract: How to narrow the gap between the eastern and western higher education is an issue in the
development of China’s higher education in the new era. The central and western local governments and the
universities attach great importance to the issue. The ‘“weak intervention” in sociological methods is a small
intervention to the society with high level of self—organization development, and the ‘“strong intervention” is
a large intervention to the society with low level of self-organization development. When it is transferred to
the field of higher education, the concept takes narrowing the gap between eastern and western higher
education as the standard, holding that the intervention countermeasure that fails to narrow the gap between
the two is “weak intervention”; the intervention countermeasure to narrow the gap between eastern and
western higher education is “strong intervention”. From the actual data analysis, during the years from
1999 to 2019, the gap between eastern and western higher education has been narrowed in absolute quanti—
ty, but the gap in reflecting the qualitative ranking is increasing. From the analysis of historical events, the
transfer of higher education from the east to the west implemented by the central government for the needs of
strategic transfer and national defense construction has changed the layout of high—quality resources of high—
er education in the east and the west. In order to meet the needs of narrowing the gap between eastern and
western higher education in the new era, the central government should continue to strengthen the leading
role of ‘“strong intervention” and encourage high- quality colleges and universities in the eastern region to
set up branches in the western region; western local governments need to do a good job in the auxiliary work
of ‘strong intervention” and formulate more open, flexible and high—quality policies to attract higher educa—
tion resources from the eastern region to the west; western local universities need to cooperate with the

“strong intervention” countermeasures of the central and local governments to implement the specific work of
“strong intervention” .
Key words: weak intervention; strong intervention; western higher education; layout of higher educa—

tion; transfer of higher education
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